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OVERVIEW

•WATERSHED COUNCILS? 

•LOCAL HABITATS, FISH, WILDLIFE

•HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED!















WHAT IS A WATERSHED?



LAND THAT DRAINS TO A 
COMMON WATER BODY

AND EVERYTHING 
ACROSS THAT LAND

PEOPLE
PLANTS

ANIMALS
AIR

WATER
CITIES
FARMS

INDUSTRIES
AND MORE!
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COLUMBIA RIVER
PACIFIC OCEAN

WATERSHEDS 
COME IN ALL SIZES
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WHAT ARE 
WATERSHED COUNCILS?



1) Identify Local Natural 
Resource Concerns

2) Work toward voluntary, 
community-based solutions

GRASS-ROOTS ORGANIZATIONS IN A 
WATERSHED THAT DO 2 THINGS:







STATE FUNDING PROGRAMS 

• 15% OF OREGON LOTTERY NET REVENUE GOES TO 

HABITAT RESTORATION FUNDING 

o 7.5% STATE PARKS

o 7.5% OREGON WATERSHED ENHANCEMENT BOARD (OWEB)

• OWEB = COMPETITIVE GRANTS FOR HABITAT

oWATERSHED COUNCIL OPERATIONS SUPPORT GRANTS

~$50K / YR =  ~0.5 – 1 FTE STAFF MEMBER   +  OFFICE

o OPEN COMPETITION GRANTS

HABITAT RESTORATION & MONITORING

LANDOWNER & COMMUNITY OUTREACH

STAKEHOLDER COORDINATION  & STRATEGIC PLANNING

LAND PURCHASES & EASEMENTS



• FEDERAL FUNDING PROGRAMS

• EPA – WATER QUALITY

• USFWS – FISH & WILDLIFE

• NOAA – MARINE ANIMALS & 

OCEAN-GOING FISH 

(ANADROMOUS FISH)

• STATE FUNDING PROGRAMS

• OWEB – GRANTS OF ALL TYPES

• ODA – WATER QUALITY

• DEQ – WATER QUALITY

• OWRD – WATER QUAL. & QUANT.

• ODFW – FISH & WILDLIFE



HABITAT FOR FISH 
& WILDLIFE

WATER QUALITY 
& QUANTITY 

(FOR ALL USES)



SUSTAINABLE 
WORKING LANDS
FARMS
FORESTS
& RANCHES



HEALTHY RURAL 
TOWNS AND 
URBAN LANDS



GWYC MISSION STATEMENT
TO PROTECT, RESTORE, AND 

MONITOR THE QUALITY OF LOCAL 
NATURAL RESOURCES IN THE YAMHILL 

& CHEHALEM VALLEYS, THROUGH 
COLLABORATIVE, COMMUNITY-

BASED, AND VOLUNTARY SOLUTIONS.

GYWC STUDENT VOLUNTEER 

SHOWS OFF WILD COHO 

SALMON CARCASS (MALE) FOUND 

ON THE UPPER NORTH YAMHILL 

RIVER DURING A FISH SPAWNING 

SURVEY CREEK WALK IN 

NOVEMBER 2014



“GREATER YAMHILL WATERSHED”
YAMHILL VALLEY

CHEHALEM VALLEY

GRAND ISLAND & 
LAMBERT SLOUGH 





YAMHILL VALLEY

= 7 SUB-BASINS

1. SOUTH YAMHILL 

RIVER

2. MILL CREEK

3. WILLAMINA

CREEK

4. DEER CREEK

5. SALT CREEK

6. NORTH YAMHILL 

RIVER

7. YAMHILL RIVER 

(NORTH/SOUTH 

COMBINED)



CHEHALEM VALLEY

= 1 SUB-BASIN W/ 

SEVERAL CREEKS

• CHEHALEM CREEK

• HESS CREEK

• SPRINGBROOK

• HARVEY CREEK



GRAND ISLAND 

&

LAMBERT SLOUGH



MAJOR LAND USES

URBAN CORRIDOR

FORESTRY

AGRICULTURE



URBAN CORRIDOR

• 10 INCORPORATED CITIES

• FOLLOWS THE HIGHWAYS

• MCMINNVILLE IS COUNTY SEAT

• METRO IS EXPANDING INTO THE 

COUNTY

2035 POPULATION ESTIMATES

MCMINNVILLE 52% INCREASE, ~50K TOTAL POP

NEWBERG 69% INCREASE, ~38K TOTAL POP

YAMHILL CO. 43% INCREASE, 142K TOTAL POP



FORESTRY

INDUSTRIAL TIMBER

FAMILY WOODLANDS



HIGH AGRICULTURE DIVERSITY

PERENNIAL GRASSES, WHEAT, CLOVER & 

SEED CROPS

TRESSLED CROPS (VINEYARDS, 

CANEBERRIES, BLUEBERRIES)

ORCHARDS (HAZELNUTS ON THE RISE)

HAY / PASTURE / RANCHES

NURSERIES (POTTED & BAREROOT)

& SOME FRUITS AND VEGETABLES





At Least 40 Floods

up to 115 ft Elev.

At Least 20 Floods

up to 177 ft Elev.

At Least 10 Floods

up to 260 ft Elev.

Biggest Flood 

up to 400 ft Elev.





















OAK SAVANNA &

PRAIRIE GRASSLANDS

• WILLAMETTE VALLEY HISTORICALLY 

1,000,000 ACRES OF OAK/PRAIRIE

• GREATER YAMHILL WATERSHED 

HISTORICALLY 30% OF TOTAL ACRES

• NOW LESS THAN 1% OF HISTORIC RANGE 

DUE TO SETTLEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

• ENDANGERED FENDER’S BLUE BUTTERFLY 

AND KINCAID’S LUPINE

• ENDEMIC TO WILLAMETTE VALLEY

• DISCOVERED OUTSIDE MCMINNVILLE

FENDER’S BLUE BUTTERFLY
KINCAID’S LUPINE

OAK SAVANNA



STREAMS AND RIVERS

• YAMHILL RIVER, LARGEST WEST-SIDE 

TRIBUTARY TO WILLAMETTE RIVER

• 360+ MILES OF SALMONID BEARING 

STREAMS & RIVERS (TROUT & 

SALMON)

• MORE THAN HALF OF STREAM MILES 

ARE LISTED AS POLLUTED AND MOST 

STREAMS LACK FOREST BUFFERS

• PRIMARY POLLUTANTS INCLUDE 

TEMPERATURE, LACK OF DISSOLVED 

OXYGEN, BACTERIA, NUTRIENTS, 

AND PESTICIDES



FISH POPULATIONS

THREATENED WINTER STEELHEAD

UPPER SOUTH YAMHILL

PACIFIC LAMPREY 

HESS CREEK, NEWBERG

NATURALIZED COHO SALMON

UPPER NORTH YAMHILL

SPRING CHINOOK SALMON WESTERN BROOK LAMPREY

RESIDENT CUTTHROAT TROUT



PACIFIC LAMPREY 

HESS CREEK, NEWBERG







KNOWN LOCAL

WATER QUALITY 

POLLUTANTS

(SEE TABLE 

“TMDL PENDING”)

BIOCRITERIA

CHLOROPHYLL A

CHLORPYRIFOS (INSECTICIDE)

COPPER

DISSOLVED OXYGEN

E. COLI

FECAL COLIFORM

IRON

LEAD

MERCURY

TEMPERATURE

TURBIDITY



E. COLI BACTERIA

COMMON 

SOURCES

• LIVESTOCK

• MANURE PILES

• WILDLIFE 

(GEESE)

• PET WASTE

• SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• SEWER PIPES



STREAM 

TEMPERATURE

COMMON SOURCES

• LACK OF SHADY 

VEGETATION

• LACK OF FLOW

• IMPOUNDMENTS & 

PONDS

• URBAN HEAT 

ISLAND

• CHANNEL 

SIMPLIFICATION



HOW CAN YOU SHAPE THE FUTURE?



STAY CONNECTED & INFORMED!

•JOIN OUR MONTHLY E-NEWS LIST

•LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

•ATTEND MONTHLY PUBLIC BOARD MEETINGS
1ST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH

@ MCMINNVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY CARNEGIE ROOM

6:30PM SOCIAL & PIZZA

7PM-8PM BOARD MEETING & PROJECT UPDATES



GOT TECHNICAL OR 
PLANNING EXPERIENCE?

GET INVOLVED IN OUR 
LEADERSHIP TEAMS!



JOIN OUR GYWC BOARD OF DIRECTORS!

BOARD MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY
OPEN TO THOSE WHO LIVE, WORK, OR VOLUNTEER

WITHIN THE YAMHILL OR CHEHALEM VALLEYS, 

AND WHO SUPPORT THE GYWC’S MISSION FOR 

VOLUNTARY-BASED LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION

ATTEND QUARTERLY GYWC 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS

CHECK ONLINE & E-NEWS FOR DATES / LOCATIONS

1ST TECH MTG OF 2019 ~ MARCH / APRIL



MORE THAN 40+
PUBLIC, PRIVATE, AND TRIBAL 

STAKEHOLDERS ARE WORKING 
ON LOCAL CONSERVATION IN 

THE YAMHILL & CHEHALEM 
VALLEYS



VOLUNTEER 
OUTDOORS



HABITAT RESTORATION

• (YEAR-ROUND) WEEDING & 

PROJECT MAINTENANCE 

WORK PARTIES

• (JUN – SEP) CREEK TRASH 

CLEANUPS & NATIVE PLANT 

SEED COLLECTION

• (OCT – MAR) NATIVE PLANT 

LIVE STAKE CUTTING 

COLLECTION AND NATIVE 

PLANTING WORK PARTIES









Japanese Knotweed



Garlic Mustard



FISH & HABITAT SURVEYS

• FEB – MAY WINTER STEELHEAD

• OCT – DEC COHO SALMON 

• MAY – AUG LAMPREY E-DNA

WATER QUALITY MONITORING

• (MAR – OCT) PESTICIDES & 

STREAM FLOW

• (MAY – OCT) SUMMER STREAM 

TEMPERATURE



QUESTIONS? 

WHAT INTERESTS YOU?

LUKE WESTPHAL
GYWC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LUKE@GYWC.ORG 
503-474-1047

SLIDES & MAPS ONLINE @ 
WWW.GYWC.ORG/DATA


